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Letter from
THE PRESIDENT

Welcome, Sullivan Foundation supporters and alumni, to the third issue of En-

gage. In this issue, we take a look at more of the inspirational stories of our
schools, students, and award winners. From a young man who lifted himself out
of homelessness only to turn around and try to help others do the same, to a
family that rallied to turn a mother’s cancer diagnosis into an opportunity to im-
prove life for her fellow survivors—these stories exemplify the spirit of service

at the core of our community.

I'd also like to take this opportunity to announce the addition of George Mason
University. GM  already has a strong commitment to service learning and so-
cial entreprencurship, and we look forward to everything they will bring to our

Foundation.

Between our awards, scholarships, and program offerings, the Foundation pro-
vides schools with great resources to promote service. Just last fall, for instance,
we had our most successful social entreprencurship retreats and summer pro-
gram. The newest addition to our calendar is a twice-annual reception that brings
Sullivan alumni who live in the same region together and fosters a stronger net-
work of service-minded individuals. To learn more, check the calendar as well as

the article on the receptions found inside this issue.

Thanks again for your continued support, and please enjoy the new Erngage.

Stephan L. McDavid

President

ON THE COVER:

Bluefield College student Brittany Garton works
with a student in Bucharest, Romania. Garton
devoted her childhood to serving the Roma
people of Romania and has continued to do so as
a college volunteer. Now, she plans to embark on
a lifetime of dedication to a people in need.
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CALENDAR

SPRING 2015 - FALL 2016

Spring

March 6-8,2015

Clinton Global Initiative University
Coral Gables, FL

This meeting will bring together more than 1,000
innovative student leaders to make commitments to action
in CGI U’s five focus areas: Education, environment

and climate change, peace and human rights, poverty
alleviation, and public health.

clintonglobalinitiative.org

March 11-13, 2015
Gulf-South Summit

University of Arkansas at Little Rock

The mission of the Gulf-South Summit on Service-
Learning and Civic Engagement through Higher
Education is to promote networking among practitioners,
research, ethical practices, reciprocal campus-community
partnerships, sustainable programs, and a culture of
engagement and public awareness through service-
learning and other forms of civic engagement.

gulfsouthsummit.org

April 16,2015
Sullivan Foundation Alumni
Reception

Atlanta, GA

The Sullivan Foundation Board of Trustees invites all
Sullivan alumni who live in the Atlanta area to an alumni
reception. Please email alumni@sullivanfdn.org if you
would like more information.

sullivanfdn.org
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April 24-26,2015
Sullivan Foundation Service

and Social Entrepreneurship
Program Spring Retreat

Kanuga Conference Center,

Hendersonville, NC

Sullivan Foundation Service and Social Entrepreneurship
Retreat Weekends provide an opportunity to engage with
leading social entrepreneurs to explore ways to address the
region’s most critical social issues.

sullivanspring2015.eventbrite.com

April 29,2015

George Mason University Inaugural
Sullivan Award Presentation and
Sullivan Alumni Reception

Fairfax, Virginia
If you are a Sullivan alumni and you are interested in
attending the inaugural Sullivan Award presentation at

George Mason, please email alumni@sullivanfdn.org.

May 28-30, 2015
6th International Symposium on
Service-Learning

University of Indianapolis
The purpose of the 6th International Symposium on
Service-Learning is to promote global citizenship and the

scholarship of engagement.
uindy.edu/iss12015/about



June 8-10,2015

Clinton Global Initiative America
Denver, CO

CGI America’s annual convening is designed to be

a working meeting that promotes collaboration and
actionable ideas. In addition to attending plenary sessions
and networking events, meeting attendees join one of ten
topic-specific working groups that meet multiple times
throughout the conference.

clintonglobalinitiative.org

July, 2015
Sullivan Foundation Service
and Social Entrepreneurship

Program Summer Institutes

Through these intensive courses, students will learn how
to pursue social entrepreneurial opportunities, including
how to recognize a social business opportunity and write a
plan for a social venture.

Raleigh, North Carolina | Prague, Czech Republic |
Rome, Italy

sullivanfdn.org/social-entrepreneurs/summet-institute

Summer-Fall

September 16-18,2015
Social Enterprise Alliance Summit15

Denver, Colorado

Reflecting the tremendous growth and expansion of the
social enterprise sector, the theme and focus of Summit15
is “Social Enterprise V2.0.”

se-alliance.otg/social-enterprise-summits

October 16-18,2015
Sullivan Foundation Service

and Social Entrepreneurship
Fall Retreat Weekend

Kanuga Conference Center,

Hendersonville, NC

Sullivan Foundation Service and Social Entrepreneurship
Retreat Weekends provide an opportunity to engage with
leading social entrepreneurs to explore ways to address the
region’s most critical social issues.

sullivanfdn.org/social-entrepreneurs/retreat-weekends
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Sewanee means business

Entrepreneurial challenge prompts great ideas and
rewards innovation

t Sewanee last November, seven student
teams pitched their start-up ideas for the
Sewanee 2014 Entrepreneurial Challenge
(S4EC). The Challenge is designed to give
students a taste of what it takes to secure the financing

needed to create a new entrepreneurial venture.

S4EC was hosted by Sewanee’s Babson Center for Global
Commerce, which focuses on leveraging Sewanee’s deeply-
rooted liberal arts educational tradition to empower stu-
dents seeking careers in business. The center offers schol-
arships, internships, a social entreprenecurship program, and
other tools to train students and help them find satisfying

business careers after graduation.

Students signed up for the competition early in the semes-
ter and embarked on the tumultuous journey that is the

start-up process. A training session on generating business
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propositions gave students the tools they needed to submit
a business idea. Then, they were paired with alumni and
community mentors. Together, the mentors and students
refined the idea. They learned how to write a business plan
and perfect a pitch. Finally, they had to step up and put their
hard work out in the open to be reviewed. Judges looked
over the business plans. The students had to make their
pitches to a live audience and answer the judges’ questions

on the fly.

Hannah Gallagher, a sophomote economics/French studies
double major and business minor, won first place in the over-
all competition and also won the award for the best social en-
trepreneurship proposal. Her winning business plan, “Zabi,”
was for a mail-order birth control company that would devote
part of its earnings to causes that support access to birth con-

trol and sex education in the developing world.



SEWANEETHE UNIVERSITY OF THE SOUTH .

From left: Contestants, judges, and mentors pose for a photo at the 2014 Sewanee Entrepreneurial Challenge;

first-place winner Hannah Gallagher (left) with her mentor, Rivers Powers; third-place winner Tran Ly (right)

with her mentor, Allie O’Connell.

Second place went to Eva Moss and James Wildasin for their
plan for “My Locale,” a non-profit business that would sup-
port efficient forestry management and improved urban food
source and resource management. Moss is a senior anthro-
pology major and geology minor. Wildasen is a junior forestry

majof.

Tran Ly, a sophomote economics major and an Asian
studies and business double minort, took the third place
award for “PawPurfect,” a proposal for a company that

would offer a non-toxic alternative to nail polish.

Judges gather to meet prior to the challenge.
From left: Reed Tomlinson, Allie O’Connell, Kathy
Solomon, Sullivan Foundation President Steve
McDavid, Babson Center Operations Manager
Janna Brown McClain, Babson Center Director Chip
Manning, and Dan Marcum.

Gallagher took home a $300 cash prize for her first-place
finish and another $150 for the best social entrepreneur-
ship plan. She is also eligible to receive a grant of up to
$5,000 to fund further development of her plan if she
chooses to create a working business. Moss and Wildasen
shared a $200 prize, and Ly was awarded a $100 prize for

her achievement.




Living
without
regrets

The remarkable Newlen family turns
a struggle into an opportunity to help others
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ark Newlen received a Sullivan Award
during his college days at the University
of Virgina. In addition to his exception-
al track record of service, he turned in
some impressive performances on the basketball court
and was selected for the Atlantic Coast Conference’s All-

Academic Team.

Like most Sullivan Award recipients, Mark has continued
to make service and social entrepreneurship a top priority
in his life. But he isn’t a one man show. That giving spirit
and desire to make positive change is a mission shared by
the entire Newlen family, even when that family is con-
fronted with tragedy.

Mark and his daughter, Kali, were recently met with such
a tragedy when MarK’s wife, Kim, died in February 2014 at
the age of 57. It was a heartbreaking end to a seven-month
battle with an aggressive form of breast cancer—the sec-
ond such battle Kim had to endure. And while the story of
her death is a painful one, it’s the story of her life that her
family and friends most want to tell. Kim met the chal-

lenge of cancer not by despairing or crumbling in fear but

by turning it into an opportunity to improve the plight of

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA

breast cancer sufferers everywhere.
A courageous heart

Before they learned about Kim’s cancer, the Newlens were
already a family deeply concerned with improving the lives
of others. Mark’s Making of a Champion youth clinics had
taught more than 10,000 kids the game of basketball and
used a positive sports experience to offer additional life
lessons. Kim had already created a global phenomenon
with her “Sweet Monday” women’s groups—a venture
that started as a simple weekly prayer and social gather-
ing at her home and now operates all over the world. Kali,
then a student at James Madison University, had dreams
of impacting the world with her creativity, and was study-

ing media in preparation for her career.

When Kim received her initial diagnosis in 2004, her
first reaction was the obvious one—disbelief and fear.
She fought hard, however, and managed to bounce back,
even organizing the “World’s Greatest Tea Party;” a cel-
ebration of the ten-year anniversary of Sweet Monday, in
2005. Despite still being in recovery from that first bout
with cancer, Kim managed a huge success. The event was
attended by over 7,000 people and set the
world record for biggest tea party—literally.

Cancer, sadly, was not through with Kim
yet. But Kim was also not through fighting,
and she decided to fight not only for herself,
but for women everywhere.

The Newlen family at the “World’s
Greatest Tea Party” in 2005. Though
it no longer holds the record, it was
recognized at the time as the largest
tea party in history by Guinness World
Records.
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Recovery... in style

Having been through the rigors of breast cancer treatment
herself, Kim knew well the difficulties women in that po-
sition go through—and identified one of them that she
could alleviate. While recovering, women make frequent
trips to the hospital and, while at home, often have to em-

ploy special drains, emptying them several times a day.

already, finally had to endure what Kim so feared when
she got the news in 2004. After her death, memorials
and well-wishes poured in and the community came to-
gether to support Mark and Kali. Among the mourners
were close friends as well as total strangers who had been
touched by Kim’s evangelical work and the Newlens’ ef-
forts with Look Better Than You Feel—a testament to the
extraordinary reach her kindness and compassion had.

Kim approached those prob-
lems with an invention—a
stylish camisole that hides
drains and provides women
easy access to them without
removing any clothing. The
garment also makes hospital
visits less tiresome by elimi-
nating the need to change into

a hospital gown every time.

Kim acquired a patent for her
garment, and Mark joined
her in her effort to make them
widely available. Together,
they arranged production of
the camisoles and acquired
contracts with major hos-

pitals. Doctors and patients

Kim Newlen models one of her “Look

Better Than You Feel” camisoles.

Mark put the effect Kim’s per-
sonality and her deep Chris-
tian faith had on others into

words at her memorial service:

“Kim saw the world through
Jesus’ eyes. Kim looked be-
neath the surface and saw
deep within. She saw gifts and
talents in people that they

couldn’t see in themselves.

“When you met Kim for the
first time she made you feel as
if you had known her all your
life. One thing is certain: You
will never be the same again!
You all have been blessed to

know Kim as a friend”

alike praised the camisoles for
their practicality, as well as
for their style—a consideration that might seem trivial to
others in light of a life-threatening disease, but can be a
source of comfort for women struggling to feel a sense of

normalcy during a turbulent time.

The Newlens encapsulated the purpose of their product
perfectly when they named their line of products “Look
Better Than You Feel” Without ever planning to, they had

become full-fledged social entrepreneurs.
A legacy worth preserving

The Newlen family, having been through a terrible ordeal
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Nearly a year later, Mark and
Kali are still recovering, but plans are in place to continue
Kim’s legacy. According to Kim’s wishes, Kali will take
over Look Better Than You Feel and hopefully resume fill-
ing orders sometime later this year. Continuing the fight
is a fitting way to honor a woman who did so with such
courage, showing others how to do the same along the

way.

“My mom had the biggest heart,” Kali writes in a tribute
to her mother. “She taught us to celebrate everything, to
live without regrets, to forgive deeply, and to love deeply”



MAKING

CONNECTIONS

or the last three years, alumni of the Sullivan
Foundation have been coming together to enjoy
good food, good drinks, and good conversation
at the bi-annual alumni reception. The event,
which is scheduled to coincide with each yeat’s two board
meetings, brings Sullivan Award and Scholarship recipients

from different schools and different generations together.

Winning a Sullivan Award in college is a good predictor for
a life of service, so the Foundation trustees get a chance
to connect with many teachers, nurses, doctors, philanthro-
pists, and champions of social justice. Attendees draw in-
spiration from learning about the work of their peers and
seeing firsthand that commitments to service don’t stop
after college for Sullivan alumni.

>

“Members get to meet other members,” says Foundation
president Steve McDavid. “Since there are 70 colleges and
universities in the Sullivan family, they often don’t know
who else has won a Sullivan award or even which other

schools offer it.”

The location of the reception rotates among member col-
leges along with the board meetings, so alumni who live
near each other can connect. Gathering these like-minded
neighbors has sparked conversations about common inter-
ests and how to make a difference in the local community.
The fundamental goal of the reception, however, is very

simple.

SULLIVAN FOUNDATION

“It’s about forging a connection,” says McDavid. “The re-
ception has no agenda, no one’s asking for money. All we
want to do is let our alumni know that the Sullivan Founda-

tion is alive and well.”

The fall 2014 reception was held at the Jefferson Hotel in
Richmond, Virginia, on October 16. Randolph-Macon Col-
lege, the College of William & Mary, the University of Vir-
ginia, Hampden-Sydney College, and Mary Baldwin College
co-hosted the gathering with the Sullivan Board of Trust-

€es.

The next reception will be held April 16, 2015, in Atlanta,
Georgia. All alumni in the Atlanta area are invited and en-
couraged to email alumni@sullivanfdn.org for more infor-

mation.

Sullivan board members and alumni gather at the fall
2014 alumni reception in Richmond, Virginia. Above:
Caroline Brackenridge Talbot and Dee Dee Vantree-
Keller. Below: Doron Samuel-Siegel, Woody Sours, and

Martha Sours.
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On the
campus.

In the
county.

Around the
world.

Students and alumni of
Bluefield College share
their love of service in

places near and far

luefield College is a small school with a big
message for its students: go out and change

the world.

This small-town, Baptist college preaches compassion
while urging students to set their sights on the global
community and the ways they can make it better. A
commitment to academic excellence and an emphasis
on the liberal arts are at the core of the curriculum, but
what Bluefield cares most about are the contributions
its students make to the world at large—Dboth while they

are students and once they leave the campus.

The Bluefield family is home to plenty of service-mind-
ed students and alumni. In this issue of Engage, we take
a look at three of those family members—each one at
a different phase of her service career—and examine
how each one is working to make big changes in the

world.

Gabriele Morgan

Gabriele Morgan, a Bluefield College sophomore, had
a life-changing experience last summer, when she went
to Prague for a two-week, intensive course through the
Sullivan Foundation’ Service and Social Entrepreneur-
ship Program. Now, she’s taking what she learned in
the Czech Republic and using it to teach others back at

home.

“My time in Prague was one of the greatest experiences
I’'ve had so far,” says Morgan. “I'm incredibly grateful
to have had the opportunity both to go and learn there,
and to come back and share what I learned with my

school.”

The program she was a part of focused on women
in leadership and was put on by the Leadership ex-
CHANGE organization, which partners with Sullivan
and other non-profit organizations to provide educa-
tional experiences to young people, with the goal of
equipping them with the tools they need to become ac-

tive and responsible citizens in the global community.



Gabriele Morgan (fourth from left) with other
Leadership exCHANGE participants in Prague.

Morgan returned from her trip invigorated and filled with
thoughts about how the power of community has the po-
tential to affect social change. She wanted to share those
thoughts with her peers at Bluefield, so she put together a

presentation to share her experiences.

“The presentation was on the power of community to bring
about change,” she says. “I spoke about how the group in
Prague’s coming together as a tight-knit community was in-
strumental in growing as individuals and doing the work we

were assigned.”

Morgan paired that personal experience with some larg-
er-scale examples she learned about during her course of

study.

“I learned about the various groups in Prague who used
those very ideas—from the Velvet Revolution to the Wom-
en of Liberia Mass Action for Peace, which we watched
a documentary on during one of our class sessions,” says
Morgan. “I related these principles to what I had been
learning in my classes at Bluefield about group formation
and dynamics, as I was able to use a lot of what I learned in

Prague in the classroom this past semester.”

Brittany Garton

Brittany Garton, a 2011 Bluefield College graduate, is not
timid when it comes to commitment. She has dedicated her-

self to a life of service through an organization called Project

BLUEFIELD COLLEGE .

Ruth and its Ruth School in Bucharest, Romania. Garton felt

her calling early in life and nurtured it while a student at BC.

“My calling to the Roma people and to Project Ruth was a
gradual process,” says Garton. “My family and church have
always been very missions oriented, so I guess it was just a

life process of a calling,”

Garton began working with Project Ruth while just a fresh-
man in high school as a volunteer during the summers,
organizing vacation Bible schools in as many as 10 Roma
villages each year. The mission of the non-profit organi-
zation is to break the cycle of poverty and bring hope to
the Roma (Gypsy) community in Bucharest. Garton found

inspiration in that mission right away.

Among the programs of Project Ruth is the Naomi Cen-
ter—which provides professional counseling, career devel-
opment, and job training to Roma women to help them
better their lives—and The Gypsy Smith School, which
offers basic theological education to Roma church leaders
who wish to serve as pastors, music ministers, youth minis-

ters, and missionaties.

The program Garton identified with the most, however, is
the Ruth School, the largest ministry of Project Ruth. A ful-
ly accredited private school, it offers education to children
in kindergarten through eighth grade, nearly all of whom

come from a Roma background.

“Roma children face high levels of discrimination in public
schools because of their ethnic background,” says Garton,
“which often results in high dropout rates and poor aca-
demic outcomes. And, attending state schools is cost-pro-
hibitive for many Roma families. The Ruth School seeks to
eliminate as many barriers to learning as possible for these
economically disadvantaged children, providing them with

the opportunity for a brighter future.”

With an annual enrollment of more than 200 students, the
Ruth School provides not only education to the Roma chil-
dren, but also school supplies, daily meals, basic medical
care, clothing and shoes, tutoring, and extracurricular activ-

ities. Garton’s responsibilities for the Ruth School include
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Brittany Garton works with a student at the Ruth
School in Bucharest, Romania.

organizing and hosting volunteer or mission teams who
come to support their efforts. She’s also in charge of fun-
draising, database management, publicity, and coordinating
the school’s student sponsorship program. In addition, she
helps with weekly chapel services and after-school enrich-

ment programs.

Garton recalls one child she came to know very well—a
boy named Robert, who showed great promise as a student
through second grade but then suddenly stopped coming
to school. Despite her visits to the home and pleading for

him to return, Robert remained absent.

“That winter, 1 received a phone call from my pastor let-
ting me know that Robert’s mom had lost her battle with
cancer,” says Garton. “It hit me like a ton of bricks. I had
no idea she was ill. He hadn’t been skipping school to play
with a half-deflated soccer ball in the streets. He was the
end-of-life caregiver for his mother as his older brother was
handling his grief with drugs and alcohol, and his father
was working extra shifts as a street sweeper to pay the medi-
cal bills.”

Robert eventually returned to the Ruth School, and thanks
to Garton’s efforts to wake, feed, and walk him to school in
the mornings and work with him on make-up studies in the
afternoons, he is back on track to gaining his education and

overcoming his obstacles.

“His dad once told me that he had shared with his co-work-

ers how this American girl was coming and doing all this for
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his son, because she was from the church down the street,”
says Garton. “To me, that was the greatest testimony of

what my calling is here.”

When asked about her future, particularly how long she

plans to stay in Romania, Garton does not mince words.

“Until God or one of my bosses kicks me out,” she says.
“My long-term plan is to continue serving in as many ways

as possible. Bucharest is really my home now.”

Frannie Minton

Bluefield College alumna Frances “Frannie” Baxter Minton
grew up accompanying her father, a family physician, on
house calls to patients in Buchanan County, Virginia. She
saw firsthand how the need for health and dental care often
surpassed the supply. She also watched as the number of
health care providers dwindled in southwest Virginia, while
the sum of patients who could not afford care continued

to climb.

“I saw how hard it was for people to go over the mountain,
as they say, to get health care,” says Minton about the trek
Buchanan County residents would have to take over Shorts
Gap Mountain to find doctors and dentists. “That’s why 1

2

made it my mission to bring the care to Buchanan County.

And that she did. Instilled with her family’s passion for ser-
vice and Christian care and love, Minton became a nurse

and began a 34-year career in Buchanan County.

She also worked in hospital, home health, hospice cate, and
industrial medicine before founding the Baxter Foundation,
which secured more than $450,000 in grants during its first
year alone for a new obstetrics wing at Buchanan General
Hospital and improving health care for all of Buchanan
County. Eventually, she would create Appalachian Family
Care in Grundy, Virginia, the first retail care clinic in south-
west Virginia that submits billing to insurance. Open since

2000, the clinic has served more than 9,000 patients.

As if that weren’t enough, Minton decided to bring Re-



mote Access Medical (RAM) care to Buchanan County to
address the profound need for access to dental, optical, and
medical services for low-income, uninsured, and undet-

served residents.

“I grew up in a family of love. We were raised to give, and 1
want to give,” she says. “I saw how the churches were inun-
dated with requests for help from people, especially dental
care. So, I thought if we could have something like this
once a year, we might not be able to do everything, but we

could at least make a dent.”

RAM hosts one clinic a year in Buchanan County. Using
portable dental, optical and medical equipment, volunteer
dentists and hygienists offer cleanings, x-rays, fillings, and

other oral care remedies.

In its 12th consecutive year, RAM, along with aid organiza-
tion Mission of mercy, has provided an estimated $6 mil-
lion in free dental care to residents in southwest Virginia,
eastern Kentucky, eastern Tennessee, and southern West
Virginia. Even after 12 years of service, however, the need
is greater than ever before—the number of patients is rising
each year. More than 1,000 patients came seeking care this

year. So many, Minton says, that they couldn’t treat them all.

Frannie Minton works

with volunteers as part

of her Remote Area
Medical (RAM) volunteer
corps.

BLUEFIELD COLLEGE .

“We have people standing in line as early as 5 a.m. on a Fri-
day morning for care they may not even get until Saturday,”
she says. “The lines are sometimes 300 yards long, They just
need help, but the sad part is we still have to turn people
away. That breaks my heart. We could do one of these every

week and would still have patients to serve in dental.”

Minton says they couldn’t do the work they do without
the generosity of the oral health care providers who do-
nate their time, energy, and resources for two days that
sometimes last as long as 14 hours each. Starting with just
a handful, the group of volunteer dentists has now grown
to about 50, with another 50-75 dental students joining the
cause. Soon that number will include students from the
Bluefield College School of Dental Medicine.

Now, at age 62, battling breast cancer in the midst of her
tireless work and service, some might say the dental mission

may soon be over—not Minton.

“The need is still there,” she says. “A lot of people go out
of the area for missions, but I do it right in my own back
yard. You have to keep on keeping on. As long as I’'m able,
that’s what I'll do.”
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Just
getting
started

College of William and Mary student
Daniel Reichwein turns a life of
adversity into a life of service

aniel Reichwein’s life story reads a bit like
the screenplay of an overwrought Holly-
wood drama—the lows too low to be be-
lieved; the redemption a little too improb-
able to accept. That his story sounds like fiction is not lost
on Reichwein, though. The details don’t add up to him,

either.

““Miracle’ is the only way I can describe how 1 became
the person I am now,” he says. “Growing up, everything
I learned, I learned from a world of neglect, hatred, self-

gratification, exploitation, misery, and isolation.”

Service is often seen as a way of helping others turn their
lives around. For Reichwein, however, discovering the
power of helping others is what saved his own life when it

seemed that nothing could.
A bleak beginning

Reichwein’s parents were both drug dealers and were ar-
rested in a raid when Reichwein was young, which ushered
him into the foster care system. Things there, it turned out,

would not be much better. He ended up with an adoptive
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family he describes as “negligent and hateful,” but his own

description says less about that experience than the bare,
harsh facts. Reichwein’s adoptive family ran a puppy mill,
and he was put to work digging graves for dogs that died or
wouldn’t sell when he was only in the eighth grade.

During this horrific childhood, Reichwein was the victim of
both physical and sexual abuse, though perhaps the worst
thing about his life was the fact that no one seemed to care

what happened to him. At the age of 16, he attempted suicide.

“It was the loneliest I've ever felt,” he says, “when the
16-year-old me was ready to give up on life, tried, and

failed—and nobody even noticed.”

The darkness before dawn

Reichwein did have an immense determination despite the
horrible odds he was given at birth—he attempted col-
lege once, dropped out, and then tried again at age 21. The
second try didn’t take, either, unfortunately. Undiagnosed
bipolar disorder kept him from finishing school, and Reich-
wein soon found himself homeless. He spent half of his

twenties bouncing between shelters, the streets, and jail.



Even homelessness and the indignities that accompany it

couldn’t bring him down.

“Failure strengthens us, it teaches us, and it’s what enables
us to change,” he says. “When I became homeless is when
I really started growing up. From all that time being in the
shelters, soup kitchen lines, shower lines, the street, the al-
leys, the bus stops, the parks, and the woods, I began to
empathize with the struggles of others. The world was not

mine. I didn’t matter much.”

Gaining that sense of humility transformed Reichwein’s
life goals—which were previously focused exclusively on
wealth and personal glory—into something he could actu-
ally feel a passion for. He began spending his time helping
not only himself, but the people around him, find a better
life.

“I changed an old, homeless man’ life in a weekend by
helping him find a job,” Reichwein says. “I talked my street
friend out of selling his prescription drugs for money. I vis-
ited a friend I made in a shelter while he was in the hospital.
And I knew I had made a difference.”

A new purpose

With the help of a social worker, he
worked his way out of homelessness
and enrolled in a community col-
lege, earning an associate’s degree
in a year—still living, for part

of that year, in a tent.

COLLEGE OF WILLIAM & MARY .

That Reichwein has managed to overcome all his obstacles
and rise to achieve such success says less about him, how-
ever, than his continued dedication to serving others. He
has worked, during his time at William and Mary, in the
college’s Office of Community Engagement. He has men-
tored former felons for the United Way. He has helped un-
employed people train for jobs at D.C. Central Kitchen in
Washington.

In short, he has made the miracle that is his life into a quest
to help build a similar life for the people around him. De-
spite all that, Reichwein sees plenty of room to keep grow-

ing and keep improving,

“The best of me is yet to come,” he says. “I’m just gettin
Y Yy just g g

started.”

During his period of
homelessness, Reichwein lived
for a while in a tent he referred to

as his “woodland cottage.” He even

commuted to school from the tent while

Now, against all odds, he
is set to earn a bach-
elot’s degree in public
policy and business
from the presti-
gious College of
William and Mary

in May 2015.

beginning his associate’s degree.

Reichwein (second from
right) attends a United Way

Christmas dinner.



2015 SULLIVAN

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

The Algernon Sydney Sullivan Foundation awards scholarships to students at 31 small private colleges and universities
in the American South. The Foundation currently awards approximately $500,000 annually in scholarship funds to
participating schools, and has established endowment funds at most schools to support Sullivan Scholarships as well
as social entrepreneurship programming.

The Algernon Sydney Sullivan Scholarship covers at least 50 percent of tuition costs for the students selected.
Students are awarded the scholarships based on their personal character, integrity, and service to others and
to their communities. Sullivan Scholarships are not awarded on the basis of financial need, nor for academic or
athletic achievement. Each individual school selects its recipients.
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Campbell University
India Heckstall
Heather Grantham

Coker College

Jessica Lowry

Converse College
Heather Hiley

Storey Thomas

University of the
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Wofford College
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Frederick Antoine,
Algernon Sydney Sullivan Scholarship

2014 Recipient
Hampden-Sydney College

As a first generation college student, Hampden-Syd-
ney graduate Frederick Antoine seized the opportu-
nity to serve the community while making a name for
himself. Frederick served as chairman of the Student
Senate, president of the Circle K International club,
and a member of the President’s Leadership Council.
For his exemplary servant-leadership, Frederick was
awarded the Cohen Citizenship Award by the Lamb-
da Circle of Omicron Delta Kappa. Today, Frederick
is an analyst with Silverline, a boutique information
technology consulting firm based out of New York
City with clients in financial services and healthcare.
He plans to pursue an MBA and found a nonprofit
organization which aims to help young men from un-

derserved communities attend and graduate college.

Scholarship
Spotlights

Lacey Carver,
Algernon Sydney Sullivan Scholarship
2015 Recipient

Lincoln Memorial University

Lacey Olivia Carver is currently a senior at Lincoln
Memorial University (LMU). She participated in work
study in the LMU president’s office and also volun-
teered in the office whenever time permitted. In ad-
dition to her Sullivan Scholarship, she received her
school’s Bishop athletic scholarship. With a major
in education, Lacey is currently student teaching in a
kindergarten classroom. She has been a member of
the cheer team for four years and currently serves as
cheer captain, a member of the Residential Life staff,
a member of the LMU Women of Service, and an
LMU intern at Arts in the Gap. She has completed
more than 100 hours of community service while in
college. She hopes to pursue a career in teaching and
continue her education by studying for a masters in

speech pathology at LMU.
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Sullivan Scholarships reward students who have proven their character, integrity,

and commitment to serving others. Here, we take a closer look at some of the

great work our scholarship recipients are doing—whether it be on their campuses

in their communities, or in far-flung places around the world.

Will Merritt,
Algernon Sydney Sullivan Scholarship

2015 Recipient
Randolph-Macon College

Will Merritt is a communication studies major and
Spanish minor at Randolph-Macon College who is
passionate about giving back. He is a member of the
R-MC Service Fellows program and helped oversee
Stop Hunger Now, a fundraiser that provides meals
to those in need. He also volunteers at a local dog
shelter; served as a greeter at the State Fair of Vit-
ginia; and participated in the college’s Macon a Dif-
ference Day, an Earth Day celebration. Off campus,
Will chaired the food basket delivery program for his
hometown church and he is a member of the Virginia
Beach Community Emergency Response Team. A
member of Omicron Delta Kappa, Will is also on the
Dean’s List and has twice received awards from ODK

for his leadership and integrity.

ENGAGE 20

Ashlen Wilson,

Algernon Sydney Sullivan Scholarship
2015 Recipient

Davis and Elkins College

Davis and Elkins College student Ashlen Wilson
serves her campus community through outreach pro-
grams that show students they each have a place to
belong. As worship leader, she has the responsibil-
ity of scheduling speakers and selecting music as she
helps Campus Ministries plan its weekly services. Her
efforts to further enhance spiritual life at Davis and
Elkins continue through Baptist Campus Ministries,
for which she serves as treasurer. The group meets
weekly to share their faith, organize service projects
for those in need, and reach out to other students with
the goal of showing them what God can provide. Off
campus, she works as worship leader and choir direc-

tor at First Baptist Church in Elkins, West Virginia.

b




Donovan Patrick,
Algernon Sydney Sullivan Scholarship 2015 Recipient
North Carolina Wesleyan University

Wesleyan student Donovan Patrick has made service a top priority in his college
career. He spends time mentoring students at the local middle schools and the First
United Methodist Church. He has also worked for the Methodist church, serving
as a youth pastor in Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina. In addition to his service
work, he’s made his mark as a campus leader. He is the vice president of Refuge
Campus Ministry, vice president of Nu Gamma Phi Fraternity, a student govern-
ment representative, and a representative for the North Carolina Conference of
the United Methodist Church three years running. Donovan is also a skilled web-

page developer, artist, and musician—he plays the trumpet, tuba, and trombone.

Mary Ottley,
Algernon Sydney Sullivan Scholarship 2015 Recipient
Sewanee: The University of the South

A senior at Sewanee: The University of the South, Mary Ottley is majoring in
religion with a minor in international and global studies. She has volunteered her
time locally at organizations like Housing Sewanee, which builds and renovates
homes for impoverished families, and founded a community service initiative for
women. Mary has also done extensive international service, her travels taking her
to Bangladesh, Haiti, Ecuador, and Jamaica. She has also been elected a student
trustee, managed Sewanee’s Community Engagement House, and has sat on the
executive board of the Women’s Center. She has recently accepted a maternal

and child health volunteer position with Peace Corps Guatemala for next year.

Darron Daniels,
Algernon Sydney Sullivan Scholarship 2015 Recipient

Elon University

A second-semester junior at Elon University, Darron Daniels is working to-
ward a degree in strategic communications with a criminal justice studies mi-
nor. Despite being an intern in public relations and marketing for the Truitt
Center for Religious and Spiritual Life, Elon’s multi-faith center, he still finds
time to mentor young people at Grove Park Elementary School. Eventually
he would like to have a job as a communications analyst for a government or-
ganization. Currently, he works for Elon’s Residence Life office and serves as
the residence area coordinator of Elon’s largest residential neighborhood and

mentots other residence assistants.
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SULLIVAN FOUNDATION

outhern gentlemen of the 19th century who
happened to find themselves in the unfamiliar
territory of New York City—whether to live or
merely to visit—often found themselves miss-
ing the comforts of home and the conversation of their
fellow Southerners. In fact, Southern homesickness was
prevalent enough in those days that an entire club was

formed to ameliorate it.

The New York Southern Society was that organization.
According to its own constitution, the society aimed to
“promote friendly relations among Southern men, resi-
dent or temporarily sojourning in New York City, and to
cherish and perpetuate the memories and traditions of

the Southern people.”

The society’s first president? None other than Algernon
Sydney Sullivan.

Though he died just a year into his tenure, Sullivan had
already made such an impression on his fellow expatriate
Southerners that they established the Algernon Sydney
Sullivan Award at 15 universities in 1889. The award was
conceived as a way to honor his legacy of service by rec-
ognizing college students of “noble character” who had

made service a priority in their own lives.

The society boasted a membership representing 16
Southern states as well as the District of Columbia, and
hosted galas and other social events throughout the year.
The gatherings provided members a chance to reminisce
about their homeland and were major New York social
events. However, they also served frequently as fundrais-

ers for concerns back in the South.

The Sullivan Foundation was established in 1930 and be-
gan jointly administering the awards with the New York
Southern Society. The society was disbanded in the 1970s,
but its wish to honor Sullivan and lift up students dedi-

cated to serving their communities lives on.

ENGAGE 22

Did You

KNOW

The New York
Southern Society
gave birth to the

Sullivan Award

A yearbook from the 1911-1912 year of the New
York Southern Society. Yearbooks would recount
speeches from society meetings, list the society’s
membership, and alert those members to

changes in the society’s bylaws.




World leaders and diplomats, including James F. Byrnes,

in talks at the Potsdam Conference in 1945.

Sullivan Flashback

JAMES k. BYRNES

In 1941, he was appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court. For

y the time James F Byrnes received his Sulli-
van Award from The Citadel in 1956, he was
already at the tail end of a 46-year career in
politics that took him from local office to the
highest reaches of the United States government. Along the
way, he travelled the globe and was party to some of the

defining diplomatic moments of the 20th century.

Born in Chatleston, South Carolina, in 1882, Byrnes began
his life under humble circumstances. His father had already
died of tuberculosis; his mother was a dressmaker. Byrnes
had to drop out of school in the seventh grade to help sup-
port the family. Still, he managed to pass the South Carolina
bar exam in 1903 without the benefit of any formal educa-

tion, and became a lawyer.

Byrnes’s political career began in 1908, when he was named
district prosecuting attorney. The next 30 years saw him as-
cend to the US. House of Representatives and then to the

Senate.

most politicians, such an appointment would be a book-
end—an honorable final chapter in a career in public ser-
vice. Not for Byrnes. He resigned one year later to become
first the head of the Office of Economic Stabilization and
then the Director of the Office of War Mobilization and

Reconversion.

Byrnes was a close advisor to President Roosevelt and went
to the Yalta Conference with him in 1945, not long before
he reached the pinnacle of his political career—President
Truman appointing him secretary of state. Byrnes even as-
sisted in negotiations at the Potsdam Conference that facili-

tated the transition between WWII and the Cold War.

In 1947, he left Washington and returned to private legal
practice in South Carolina, but he couldn’t stay out of poli-
tics for long—in 1951, he was elected governor and served

one last term before finally retiring. After a long and busy
life, he died in 1972.
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