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What Is Percocet?

Percocet is a prescription pain medication that combines two active ingredients:
e Oxycodone, a potent opioid analgesic, and
e Acetaminophen (Tylenol), a non-opioid pain reliever.
Together, they provide strong pain relief for patients suffering from moderate to severe pain caused by
injury, surgery, or chronic conditions.
Because of its opioid component, Percocet is a Schedule Il controlled substance under the U.S. Drug

Enforcement Administration (DEA), meaning it has a recognized medical use but also carries a high
potential for dependence or misuse.

How Percocet Works

Percocet works by targeting the central nervous system (CNS):

e Oxycodone binds to opioid receptors in the brain and spinal cord, reducing pain perception.
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e Acetaminophen enhances the pain-relieving effect and can also help lower fever.

The combination allows for effective pain management at lower opioid doses compared to oxycodone
alone.

Approved Medical Uses
Doctors prescribe Percocet to manage pain related to:
e Surgical recovery (post-operative pain)
e Severe injury or trauma
e Chronic pain conditions when other treatments are insufficient
e Short-term pain not relieved by non-opioid pain relievers

It is typically intended for short-term use, due to the risk of addiction and liver damage from
acetaminophen.

Available Forms and Strengths

Percocet is available in several dosage combinations:

Oxycodone (mg) Acetaminophen (mg) Typical Usage
2.5mg 325 mg Mild pain, initial therapy
5mg 325 mg Moderate pain

7.5 mg 325 mg Moderate to severe pain



10 mg 325 mg Severe pain

10 mg 650 mg Severe, short-term pain (older formulations)

Tablets are typically taken every 4—6 hours as needed for pain, but exact dosing must be determined by
a healthcare professional.

Dosage and Administration

e Take exactly as prescribed by your doctor.

Do not exceed 4,000 mg of acetaminophen per day (to avoid liver toxicity).

Swallow tablets whole with a glass of water.

Avoid alcohol and other sedatives while taking Percocet.

Do not crush, break, or chew the tablets — this may cause overdose.

If pain persists despite prescribed doses, consult your physician; do not increase your dose on your
own.

Possible Side Effects

Common side effects:

e Drowsiness or dizziness

e Nausea or vomiting

Constipation

Lightheadedness

Dry mouth

Serious side effects (seek medical help immediately):



e Slow or shallow breathing

e Fainting or confusion

e Yellowing of the skin or eyes (sign of liver problems)
e Severe allergic reaction (rash, itching, swelling)

e Dependence or withdrawal symptoms

Warnings and Precautions

Do not use Percocet if you:
e Have severe breathing problems or asthma
e Use MAO inhibitors (or have within the last 14 days)
e Have liver disease or consume large amounts of alcohol

e Are allergic to opioids or acetaminophen

Precautions:
e Avoid driving or operating heavy machinery.
e Store in a secure location away from children.

e Never share your medication with others.

Patients with a history of substance use disorder or chronic respiratory iliness require special
monitoring.

Dependence, Tolerance, and Withdrawal

Prolonged or improper use of Percocet may cause:

e Tolerance: the need for higher doses to achieve the same relief.



e Dependence: withdrawal symptoms when stopping suddenly.

e Addiction: compulsive use despite harm.

Withdrawal symptoms may include:

e Restlessness

Anxiety

Sweating

e Insomnia

Muscle aches

If discontinuation is necessary, your doctor will gradually taper the dosage to reduce withdrawal risk.

Safe and Legal Prescription Access
To ensure your safety:
1. Consult a licensed healthcare provider for a proper pain evaluation.
2. Obtain a prescription legally from your doctor or pain management specialist.
3. Use verified pharmacies — online or in-person — that require valid prescriptions.
4. Avoid unverified online sellers, as counterfeit Percocet is a major source of harm.

5. Follow-up regularly with your doctor to monitor your progress and prevent misuse.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

1. What is the difference between Percocet and Oxycodone?
Percocet contains Oxycodone + Acetaminophen, while Oxycodone is available alone. The combination
can enhance pain relief but adds liver risk if overused.

2. Can Percocet cause addiction?
Yes. It has a high potential for dependence if misused or taken for long periods.



3. How long does Percocet stay in your system?
It remains detectable in urine for about 2—4 days, depending on dose and metabolism.

4. Can | drink alcohol with Percocet?
No. Alcohol greatly increases the risk of liver damage and respiratory depression.

5. What should I do if | miss a dose?
Take it when you remember, unless it’s close to your next dose. Never double up.

Conclusion

Percocet is an effective prescription medication for short-term management of moderate to severe
pain.

It combines Oxycodone and Acetaminophen for enhanced relief, but carries serious risks — including
addiction, respiratory depression, and liver toxicity — if misused.

When used responsibly under a doctor’s supervision and filled through legitimate pharmacies, Percocet
can be a valuable part of medical pain management.
Always follow medical advice, store it safely, and never share your prescription with others.
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