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What Is Oxycodone? 
Oxycodone is a prescription opioid pain medication used to treat moderate to severe pain.​
 It works by acting directly on the central nervous system (CNS) to change how your body perceives 
and responds to pain. 

Oxycodone is available alone or in combination with other ingredients (like acetaminophen) under brand 
names such as: 

●​ OxyContin (extended-release tablets)​
 

●​ Roxicodone (immediate-release tablets)​
 

●​ Percocet (Oxycodone + Acetaminophen)​
 

 

How Oxycodone Works 
Oxycodone binds to mu-opioid receptors in the brain and spinal cord, blocking pain signals and 
producing a sense of relief and calmness.​
 This effect makes it highly effective for pain control, but also potentially habit-forming if misused. 
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Because of this, Oxycodone is classified as a Schedule II controlled substance by the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA). 

 

Approved Medical Uses 
Doctors prescribe Oxycodone for: 

●​ Post-surgical pain​
 

●​ Severe injury or trauma​
 

●​ Cancer-related pain​
 

●​ Chronic pain conditions (when non-opioid pain relievers are ineffective)​
 

Oxycodone should be used only when other pain management methods (like NSAIDs or 
acetaminophen) are not enough. 

 

Available Forms and Strengths 
Oxycodone comes in several dosage forms and strengths to match different pain control needs: 

Form Brand Names Typical Strengths Use 

Immediate-Release 
(IR) Tablets 

Roxicodone, 
Oxycodone IR 

5 mg, 10 mg, 15 mg, 20 mg, 
30 mg 

Short-term pain relief 

Extended-Release 
(ER) Tablets 

OxyContin 10 mg – 80 mg Long-term, 
around-the-clock pain 
management 

Capsules / Oral 
Solutions 

Various generics Variable For patients who cannot 
take tablets 



Combination 
Tablets 

Percocet, Endocet 2.5–10 mg Oxycodone + 
325–650 mg Acetaminophen 

Moderate pain requiring 
additional relief 

 

Typical Dosage and Administration 
Dosage depends on your medical condition, pain severity, and response to treatment. 

For opioid-naïve adults (starting dose): 

●​ Oxycodone IR: 5–15 mg every 4–6 hours as needed.​
 

●​ OxyContin ER: 10 mg every 12 hours (for chronic pain).​
 

General guidelines: 

●​ Take Oxycodone exactly as prescribed.​
 

●​ Do not crush, chew, or break extended-release tablets—doing so can cause overdose.​
 

●​ Avoid alcohol and other CNS depressants while taking Oxycodone.​
 

 

Possible Side Effects 
Like all opioids, Oxycodone can cause mild to serious side effects. 

Common side effects: 

●​ Drowsiness or dizziness​
 

●​ Constipation​
 

●​ Nausea or vomiting​
 

●​ Lightheadedness​
 

●​ Sweating or itching​
 

Serious side effects (seek immediate help): 



●​ Slow or shallow breathing​
 

●​ Fainting or confusion​
 

●​ Chest pain or irregular heartbeat​
 

●​ Severe drowsiness or difficulty waking up​
 

●​ Signs of an allergic reaction (rash, swelling, trouble breathing)​
 

Always report serious or unusual symptoms to your doctor right away. 

 

Warnings and Precautions 
Oxycodone should be used only under close medical supervision. 

Avoid Oxycodone if you: 

●​ Have severe asthma or breathing problems​
 

●​ Use MAO inhibitors (or within 14 days of stopping one)​
 

●​ Have a history of substance abuse or addiction​
 

●​ Are pregnant or breastfeeding (unless benefits outweigh risks)​
 

Precautions: 

●​ Avoid driving or operating heavy machinery.​
 

●​ Store medication in a safe, locked place.​
 

●​ Do not share your prescription with anyone.​
 

 

Addiction, Tolerance, and Withdrawal 
Oxycodone has a high potential for misuse, dependence, and addiction, even when taken as 
prescribed. 



Tolerance means you may need higher doses for the same pain relief.​
 Dependence can cause withdrawal symptoms if you stop suddenly, including: 

●​ Restlessness​
 

●​ Runny nose​
 

●​ Sweating​
 

●​ Nausea​
 

●​ Insomnia​
 

Doctors often use gradual tapering to help patients safely discontinue Oxycodone. 

 

Safe and Legal Prescription Access 
To ensure your safety: 

1.​ Consult a licensed physician for pain evaluation and diagnosis.​
 

2.​ Fill prescriptions only at licensed pharmacies (verified and state-regulated).​
 

3.​ Avoid unverified online sellers — many offer counterfeit or contaminated drugs.​
 

4.​ Use medication as prescribed and follow up regularly with your doctor.​
 

For chronic pain, doctors may combine Oxycodone with physical therapy or non-opioid pain 
strategies. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
1. Is Oxycodone stronger than Hydrocodone?​
 Yes. Oxycodone is slightly more potent and provides stronger pain relief in equivalent doses. 

2. How long does Oxycodone last? 

●​ IR tablets: 4–6 hours​
 

●​ ER tablets (OxyContin): 12 hours​
 



3. Can I drink alcohol while taking Oxycodone?​
 No. Alcohol significantly increases the risk of overdose and respiratory depression. 

4. Can I get addicted to Oxycodone if prescribed?​
 Dependence can develop even with prescribed use, so close monitoring is important. 

5. What should I do if I miss a dose?​
 Take it as soon as you remember, unless it’s almost time for your next dose. Never double up doses. 

 

Conclusion 
Oxycodone is a powerful and effective pain medication for moderate to severe pain, but it must be used 
responsibly.​
 When prescribed and monitored by a qualified healthcare professional, it can greatly improve quality of 
life for those dealing with chronic or post-surgical pain. 

However, misuse can lead to addiction, overdose, or even death, so it’s critical to follow medical 
directions carefully and use only licensed pharmacies. 

Safe, informed, and supervised use is key to getting the most benefit from Oxycodone while minimizing 
risks. 
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