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What Is OxyContin? 
OxyContin is a prescription pain-relief medication that contains Oxycodone hydrochloride, a potent 
opioid analgesic used to manage moderate to severe chronic pain. 

It is an extended-release (ER) formulation, designed to provide long-lasting pain control for up to 12 
hours.​
 OxyContin is commonly prescribed when non-opioid pain relievers (such as acetaminophen or NSAIDs) 
are not effective enough. 

Because it is an opioid, OxyContin is classified as a Schedule II controlled substance by the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), meaning it has recognized medical uses but also a high 
potential for dependence or misuse. 

 

How OxyContin Works 
OxyContin works by binding to opioid receptors in the brain and spinal cord.​
 These receptors help regulate the body’s perception of pain. 

When OxyContin activates these receptors: 

●​ Pain signals are blocked or reduced.​
 

●​ The sensation of pain decreases.​
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●​ The user experiences a calming or sedative effect.​
 

Its extended-release mechanism provides steady pain relief over time, making it suitable for patients 
requiring round-the-clock treatment. 

 

Approved Medical Uses 
Doctors prescribe OxyContin for: 

●​ Chronic pain due to injury, surgery, or medical conditions​
 

●​ Cancer-related pain​
 

●​ Severe back pain or arthritis​
 

●​ Neuropathic pain in some cases​
 

It is not for occasional pain or as-needed use, but rather for patients who require continuous opioid 
therapy. 

 

Available Forms and Strengths 
OxyContin tablets come in a range of strengths to suit varying pain management needs: 

Strength (mg) Tablet Color / Marking Duration 

10 mg White, “OC 10” 12 hours 

15 mg Gray, “OC 15” 12 hours 

20 mg Pink, “OC 20” 12 hours 



30 mg Brown, “OC 30” 12 hours 

40 mg Yellow, “OC 40” 12 hours 

60 mg Red, “OC 60” 12 hours 

80 mg Green, “OC 80” 12 hours 

Your doctor will determine the starting dose based on your medical condition, previous opioid exposure, 
and pain severity. 

 

Dosage and Administration 
●​ Follow your doctor’s prescription exactly.​

 
●​ Take OxyContin every 12 hours (morning and evening).​

 
●​ Swallow tablets whole — never crush, chew, or break them, as this can release the full dose at 

once and cause overdose.​
 

●​ Can be taken with or without food.​
 

●​ Avoid alcohol and sedatives, which can slow breathing and increase overdose risk.​
 

Typical starting dose: 

●​ For opioid-naïve patients: 10 mg every 12 hours.​
 

●​ For patients with prior opioid use, dosage may vary.​
 

 

Possible Side Effects 
Common side effects include: 



●​ Drowsiness or fatigue​
 

●​ Dizziness or lightheadedness​
 

●​ Nausea, vomiting, or constipation​
 

●​ Dry mouth​
 

●​ Sweating or itching​
 

Serious side effects (seek medical attention): 

●​ Slow or shallow breathing​
 

●​ Confusion, hallucinations, or severe drowsiness​
 

●​ Chest pain or irregular heartbeat​
 

●​ Fainting or loss of consciousness​
 

●​ Signs of overdose (blue lips, weak pulse, extreme sleepiness)​
 

Side effects are more likely at higher doses or when combined with other CNS depressants. 

 

Warnings and Precautions 
Do not use OxyContin if you: 

●​ Have severe asthma, breathing disorders, or bowel obstruction​
 

●​ Are allergic to Oxycodone or similar opioids​
 

●​ Are taking MAO inhibitors (or have taken them within the past 14 days)​
 

Precautions: 

●​ Elderly patients and those with liver or kidney disease require careful monitoring.​
 

●​ Avoid driving or operating heavy machinery until you know how OxyContin affects you.​
 

●​ Store in a secure location, away from children or anyone for whom it was not prescribed.​
 



 

Addiction, Dependence, and Withdrawal 
OxyContin carries a high risk of addiction and physical dependence.​
 Even patients using it as prescribed may develop tolerance (needing higher doses) and withdrawal 
symptoms if stopped abruptly. 

Withdrawal symptoms may include: 

●​ Muscle aches​
 

●​ Irritability or anxiety​
 

●​ Runny nose, sweating​
 

●​ Nausea or diarrhea​
 

●​ Insomnia​
 

To prevent withdrawal, your doctor will gradually reduce your dose rather than stopping suddenly. 

 

Safe and Legal Prescription Access 
For safety and legal compliance: 

1.​ Only use OxyContin prescribed by a licensed healthcare provider.​
 

2.​ Fill your prescription through a verified, licensed pharmacy.​
 

3.​ Do not share or sell your medication — this is illegal and dangerous.​
 

4.​ Never buy OxyContin online without a prescription — counterfeit versions often contain deadly 
substances like fentanyl.​
 

5.​ Attend regular check-ups to evaluate effectiveness and safety.​
 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 



1. Is OxyContin the same as Oxycodone?​
 OxyContin contains Oxycodone in an extended-release form, while regular Oxycodone is short-acting 
and taken more frequently. 

2. Can I take OxyContin for short-term pain?​
 No. It is meant for long-term, severe pain where constant opioid therapy is needed. 

3. Can I drink alcohol while on OxyContin?​
 Absolutely not. Mixing OxyContin with alcohol or sedatives can cause fatal respiratory depression. 

4. Is OxyContin addictive?​
 Yes. It has a high potential for addiction. Always follow your doctor’s exact instructions and never 
increase your dose without medical advice. 

5. What should I do if I miss a dose?​
 Take it as soon as you remember unless it’s close to your next scheduled dose. Never double your dose. 

 

Conclusion 
OxyContin is a highly effective extended-release pain medication for patients dealing with chronic, 
severe pain.​
 When used correctly and under medical supervision, it can significantly improve quality of life. 
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